NOBEL

Bofors, and furnished the old manor house at Bjorkborn with a
view to spending some of the remainder of his life there. He left
the furnishing of this house to his nephew Hjalmar Nobel, and in
October, 1894, he wrote to him :

" I should like to add a few remarks,

" i. As long as I can afford it I shall give my men friends good
tobacco, so that a smoking room is really unnecessary.

"2. It is not permissable for a bachelor to have one ladies'
spare room, but he may have several. It might therefore be a
good plan to have a few rooms furnished in a way suitable for ladies
and gentlemen of modest requirements. Actually, from such
investigations as I have made, there is nothing in the construction
of the fair, but usually repulsive sex, which would require special
furniture. ... It is generally difficult to achieve harmony in the
scheme of decoration, but this one readily excuses in view of the
fact that nature herself offends against these rules. Have you
ever, except in the case of American women, seen legs and arms
that are laterally symmetrical, or have you ever seen a nose that
was not crooked ? "

Two years later his life was at an end, and the question then arose:
where had he been domiciled, in France, Italy or Sweden ? The
problem was solved by deciding that Bofors was his actual domicile.
Quite apart from its legal aspect, this decision was in accordance
with the truth, from the sentimental point of view. Like a large
number of his generation, Alfred Nobel regarded himself as a
cosmopolitan, but although he never thought about it, he was
fundamentally a good Swede, and however much he might be a
citizen of the world, he had struck roots in his native soil, and
for that very reason felt himself homeless when abroad. This is
undeniably a strange fact, for he had left Sweden at the age of
nine, and had only been there on occasional visits since, spending
his whole life in foreign countries, in Russia, Germany, France